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A second piece of suspected plane debris has washed ashore on the Indian Ocean island
of La Ré union as awing part found nearby suspected to have come from missing
flight MH370 arrived in France for analysis.
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The discovery of the metallic object on Sunday — reported on a local radio station as
being a possible door of a plane — follows confirmation from authorities that a piece of
aircraft debris washed up on La Ré union and found on Wednesday is from a Boeing
777, raising hopes that it comes from the missing Malaysia Airlines aircraft that
disappeared 17 months ago.
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But police say the debris found on Sunday is not yet being treated as evidence and one
Malaysian official cast doubt on it being related to MH370, telling the Associated Press
that it was not a door but a domestic ladder.
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The earlier piece, identified as a flaperon, was escorted by police on Saturday from Paris
to the defence ministry laboratory in Balma, near Toulouse. La Ré union is a French
territory, which is why the country is leading the investigation.
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The disappearance of MH370, which vanished on March 8 2014 while travelling from
Kuala Lumpur to Beijing carrying 239 people, has been one of the biggest mysteries in
aviation.
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“ The flaperon is officially identified as being part of a Boeing 777,” said Liow Tiong
Lai, Malaysia’ s transport minister, on Sunday. “ If more debris can be found it will aid
the experts in the substantive analysis of what happened to the missing plane MH370.”
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If the pieces are from the missing flight, it could provide critical clues to its fate. The
plane suddenly changed course to the west after heading north-east from Kuala Lumpur.
It then lost contact with air traffic control.
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Malaysia, Australia and China have been conducting an extensive search, working on the
theory that it crashed within a 120,000 sq km area of the southern Indian Ocean,
1,800km south-west of Australia.

goggggoubbobobobotbooguoooobobobbboooooooobboo
gbb1izz0bdoboogobdogdbooobuoogobooiisoeot o

Experts said the discovery of the wreckage washed up on La Ré union , a long way
from the theoretical crash zone, was consistent with the direction of the ocean currents.
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News of Sunday’ s find was originally reported on a local radio station as being a
possible door of a plane. It was described as a large metal object, covered in foreign
writing.
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The Australian Transport Safety Bureau said on Thursday that the discovery of the
wreckage on the island was “ not inconsistent with the current search location” that is
4,200km east of La Ré union .
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In April, the MH370 search plans, which have already included the scouring of 55,000 sq
km of sea floor, were revised to expand the original search area from 60,000 sq km to
120,000 sq km, if required.
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Australian officials had indicated that if nothing was found by that stage, then the search
operation for the airliner would not be extended. The undersea search is one of the most
expensive in aviation history, costing about $150m to date.
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