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An overnight storm following days of rain paralyzed traffic, cut power and water supplies and trapped people in their
homes in many parts of Wuhan, a metropolis on the Yangtze River.
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The downpour caused severe waterlogging as local rivers, lakes and reservoirs swelled, leading to the closure of a
tunnel under the Yangtze as well as some subway stations and underground pathways, according to local traffic
authorities.
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From 8 pm on Tuesday to 8 am Wednesday, precipitation in the city proper reached 180 millimeters, and 206
millimeters of rain was dumped on Caidian district. about 560 millimeters of rain fell on the city in the past week, the
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largest weekly precipitation since records were first taken, according to the local meteorological observatory. It has
forecast rain through Wednesday in Wuhan.

As of Wednesday noon, floods have made 206 sections of Wuhan'’s roadway inaccessible to traffic, and halted
113 bus routes.

More than 4,000 police officers and workers have been pumping out floodwaters and ensuring the safety of
pedestrians and vehicles.

Firefighters have rescued more than 100 people trapped in floodwaters. A pregnant woman, who was trapped on
her way to hospital, was rushed to a hospital on a boat.

Water supply has been cut off in two residential communities, one of which has also experienced a power blackout.
Companies and public institutes in some districts were ordered to adjust their working hours.
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Provincial weather authorities said Nepartak, the first typhoon of the year, contributed to the torrential rain in
Wuhan and other regions in the eastern part as well as Hubei’'s Jianghan Plain since Tuesday.
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Rain subsided in those areas on Monday after being battered by downpours since June 30, while the typhoon,
which is expected to bring gusty winds and heavy rain to eastern coastal areas next week, pushed the center of the
monsoon back to the areas on Tuesday.

Heavy rain since June 30 has left at least 128 people dead and 42 others missing across China, according to the
Ministry of Civil Affairs. The ministry also placed property and economic damage at 38.16 billion yuan ($5.73 billion)
in the 11 provincial regions.

Chinese President Xi Jinping has ordered the People’s Liberation Army and armed police force to send more
troops to support flood control and disaster relief.
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While praising the role of the military in recent disaster relief efforts, Xi, who is also chairman of the Central Military
Commission, demanded that troops work hard to save people’s lives and protect their property, as well as to help
restore order in the affected areas.
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The floods have sparked an online discussion on urban management, with many claiming that China has not
adequately developed the underground sewage system.
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A caixin.com article said experience from developed countries shows that the ratio of investment for above-the-
ground facilities and underground facilities is supposed to be 1:1, but China has only spent 4 percent of its
infrastructure expenses on the underground sewage system.
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