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《邢台3人散播虚假汛情被拘》

导读:上周，由于散播虚假汛情，包括夸大死亡人数等，中国北方河北省邢台市三人受
到处分。

Three people in Xingtai, North China’s Hebei Province received penalties for spreading rumors about the flood that
struck the city last week, including exaggerating the death toll, the city’s publicity department announced on its
official Sina Weibo account on Tuesday.

???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

They admitted to deliberately spreading false information that severely hindered the city’s efforts to combat
flooding and undermined social stability, read the release.

??????????????????????????????????????????????????????

According to the release, a 35-year-old man surnamed Hou is being detained for five days for posting claims on
Baidu Tieba forum that the Xingtai flood was caused by the intentional discharge of water from several reservoirs.
Meanwhile, a 30-year-old woman surnamed Shan, who claimed on her WeChat account that more than 700 people
were killed in Xingtai, will face an administrative penalty. Finally, a 27-year-old woman surnamed Shi, who posted
an exaggerated death toll of the disaster on her Weibo account, has been ordered to receive legal education.

????35???????????????????????????????????5??30?????????????????????????700???????????27???????????
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??????????????????

According to an amendment to China’s Criminal Law that took effect in November, those who publish false,
alarmist claims about natural disasters or police actions or those who deliberately spread rumors on the Internet
about such matters can be held in prison for up to three years if the false information disrupts social order. Those
whose rumor mongering causes serious consequences can be put behind bars for three to seven years.

???11??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

The deadly flood that swept through Xingtai was the worst in two decades, affecting 9 million people and causing
heavy economic losses, and 100 people are still missing, local authorities said Sunday.

???????????????????20???????????900?????????????????????100?????

The local government affirmed Sunday that the disaster was caused by heavy rainfall and not by an intentional
discharge of water from a reservoir as previously reported.

???????????????????????????????????????????????

Rumors of intentional reservoir discharge and fatal delays in flood warnings prevailed on social media in the
immediate aftermath of the disaster, angering villagers and Net users.

?????????????????????????????????????????????????????

According to the Xinhua News Agency, five government officials have been suspended for dereliction of duty over
the response to the deadly floods.

???????????????5???????

Xingtai Mayor Dong Xiaoyu apologized for the inadequate response to the disaster at a press conference on
Saturday night, Xinhua reported.

?????????????????????????????????????????
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