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South Korea'’s Jeju Island may soon abandon a program allowing Chinese tourists to enter without a visa.
According to a Yonhap report, due to a surge in crime committed by Chinese tourists, a petition is rapidly gaining
signatures to reform Jeju’s visa law and restrict Chinese visitors.
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Since 2002 when the visa-free policy took effect, over one hundred country’s citizens are permitted to stay 30 days
in Jeju. However, as cases pile up involving violent Chinese tourists, Koreans have begun circulating a petition
online seeking to restrict visa rights. Over 10,000 people have already signed.

The petition comes after a 50-year-old Chinese tourist stabbed a praying 61-year-old Korean woman in a chapel on
September 17, 2016. Earlier this month, a group of eight Chinese tourists were arrested after they fiercely beat a
restaurant owner and two others. The owner had requested the group not drink alcohol bought from outside.
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In fact, of the 347 foreigners arrested this year, 240 were from China, according to the Korea Times. The number is
less shocking when considering that 85.3 percent of the 2.6 million foreigners who visited Jeju in 2015 were
Chinese. And this is why it is doubtful the petition will spark any change in the visa law. Chinese tourists are vital to
Jeju’s tourism and hospitality industry. Restricting the inflow of visitors from China would severely damage the

local economy.

The distraction-free library ethos is actually a city tradition, from the private tranquil libraries of stately homes to the
British Library’s Reading Room in King’s Cross — a place where the etiquette policy strongly discourages the
presence of mobile phones entirely with tactfully placed signs. It's in this tradition that these bookshops operate.
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Mr. Silva said “an old-fashioned space” is clearly appealing to book lovers. He said his shop has had twice as
many customers as anticipated, with visitors from as far afield as Australia and China. Confronted with a bookshelf
curated by the popular new mayor or surrounded by first editions, who wants to download a morning full of emails?
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