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Paragraph 1

When | brought my backpack home, it was $119—my dad wanted to talk to me.

Paragraph 2

| was surprised my dad allowed me to use the money as | wished.
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When | brought my backpack home, it was $119—my dad wanted to talk to me. "Son, |
know you're upset about contributing your earnings,"” he began, his voice calm and
steady. "But it's about more than just money. It's about learning the value of hard work
and responsibility.” I listened, reminded of the cockleburs and foxtails | had toiled to
remove from the farmer’s field. "Your grandfather did the same for our family, and now
you're doing the same for yours," he continued. His words struck a chord, and | began to
see the situation from a different perspective.

| was surprised my dad allowed me to use the money as | wished. "You've earned it, and
you've learned an important lesson,” he said, handing me the cash. | decided to put half
towards a new football and the other half into a savings account, a symbol of my
newfound understanding of the value of work and family. As | looked at my dad, |
realized that his eighth-grade education had taught him lessons that went far beyond the
classroom.

O O O 0O O cockleburs, foxtails, eighth-grade education
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