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Sport fans watched with excitement the friendly games between mainland badminton and table tennis Olympians
and Hong Kong players Sunday morning, cheering on and applauding the exquisite athletic skills showcased by
both sides.

At the exhibition games, held in a cheerful atmosphere, athletes demonstrated skills seldom seen in regular
competitions.
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Those present at Sunday’s friendly games held at Queen Elizabeth Stadium, Wan Chai, included badminton stars
Lin Dan, Chen Long, Fu Haifeng and Zhang Nan, as well as table tennis champions Ma Long, Zhang Jike, Xu
Xin,Ding Ning, Li Xiaoxia and Liu Shiwen.
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Two-time Olympics gold medalist Lin Dan, aka Super Dan, is surely a Hong Kong darling. Resounding cheer
greeted him every time he appeared on the court. Besides playing two games with four local athletes, he also
engaged with table tennis star Li Xiaoxia. Li, who wielded a badminton racket for a change, eventually found it too
cumbersome and swapped it for a cellphone to take on Lin.

Lin’s badminton game with table tennis star coach Liu Guoliang was the highlight of the event. Even though they
two were at it just for a round, fans were most vocal in expressing their delight.
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Table tennis star Ma Long also received a warm welcome from Hong Kong fans. He said his many visits to the city
had made Hong Kong very familiar to him. Ma qualified for Rio Olympics in Hong Kong in April.
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Facing enthusiastic fans, Ma said he wished everyone would take pleasure from sport and learn from the national
team’s spirit of never giving up.
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Ma played an exhibition game with his previous doubles partner and also a gold medalist - Xu Xin. The two
surprised the audience by hitting three ping ping balls at a time, and even doing it all sitting on a chair!

The cheering was deafening when table tennis star Zhang Jike appeared on the court. He demonstrated to the
audience the communal spirit of sports by keeping the tempo unchanged even while changing sides. He also
guided a member of the audience on how to wield the bat.
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The delegation of mainland Olympians is on a three-day courtesy visit to Hong Kong and will leave the city for
Macao on Aug 29.
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