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10 The Romans called this celebration Saturnalia, in honor of their god Saturn.
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200 But as Christianity spread they were alarmed by the continuing celebration of pagan
customs and Saturnalia among their converts.
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30 Saturnalia was considered a festive time for Romans, but Christians believed it an
abomination to honor such a pagan god.
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41 In the ancient festival of Saturnalia the Romans used to burn the statue of the king of
ancient Saturnalia.
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50 Eventually, the church was successful in removing the merriment ( 5), lights and gifts
from Saturnalia and transferring them to the celebration of a Christian Christmas.
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601 This burnt out statue, as pointed out by the famous anthropologist Sir James Frazer,
IS no other than the direct ruler after the old king of Saturnalia.
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70 Brennan: Christmas has its roots in the pagan festival of Saturnalia, which is
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traditionally celebrated by intoxication, naked singing and the consumption of human-
shaped biscuits.
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