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Israel's Defence Minister Avigdor Lieberman has warned Hamas the next war with them would be their last
'because we will completely destroy them'.

He said he remained committed to a two-state solution and told the Palestinian al-Quds newspaper: 'l would like to
clarify that we have no intention of starting a new war against our neighbours in the Gaza Strip or the West Bank,
Lebanon or Syria.’
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But Mr Lieberman, a hawkish minister in the Israeli government, urged Palestinians in the Gaza Strip to tell Hamas
to 'stop your crazy policies’.

He said: 'In Gaza, like the Iranians, they intend to eliminate the state of Israel...If they impose the next war on
Israel, it will be their last. | would like to emphasise again, it will be their last confrontation because we will
completely destroy them.’
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The last war, which last three weeks between December 2008 and January 2009, led to the deaths of 1,300
Palestinians and 13 Israelis.

Israel and Hamas have fought three wars since 2007, when the militant group seized power in Gaza after ousting
forces loyal to Fatah leader Mahmoud Abbas in street battles.

Hamas now rules Gaza and Fatah governs Palestinian areas of the West Bank which are not completely occupied
by Israeli forces.
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A ceasefire has held since 2014.
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