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US President-elect Donald Trump’s tweets about US arms sales after his protocol-breaking phone call with
Taiwan’s leader has spurred speculation that Trump may increase arms sales to the island, with Chinese analysts
warning that the negative consequences would outweigh any profits.
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Analysts also believe that the military gap between the Chinese mainland and Taiwan is too big to be filled by any
US arms sales, and selling weapons to Taiwan is still viewed as an offensive political act from the US to interfere in
China’s domestic policy.
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Taiwan leader Tsai Ing-wen on Friday spoke on the phone with Trump, offering her congratulations on his election
victory, the first direct phone call between a US president-elect and a Taiwan leader since mainland and the US
established diplomatic ties in 1979.
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Trump also called Tsai "the President of Taiwan" in a tweet, adding "interesting how the US sells Taiwan billions of
dollars of military equipment but | should not accept a congratulatory call."

PPNV PVPVP????2???7??7?7?77?7?7?72?7?7?7??72?77?7?7?77?7”

According to the Taipei Times, Taiwan’s "Ministry of Foreign Affairs" last week welcomed the call by the US
Senate and House of Representatives for military exchanges between senior Taiwan and US officials in the US
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) in 2017, expressing gratitude to the US Congress for its continuous
efforts in promoting military cooperation between Taiwan and the US.
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