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The claim that the Kremlin sought to influence America’s presidential election is only the latest chapter in a much
longer story of mistrust between Russia and the West.
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Espionage - the stealing of secrets - is a well-trodden path for both sides, but far more sensitive is the notion of
subversion, trying to influence political life by sowing dissent and supporting opposition.

Both Russia and the West claim the other has been practising subversion for at least a century.
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Russian subversion is the talk of Washington at the moment, but Moscow has its own narrative.
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In 2011, protests emerged in Moscow itself and outside interference was blamed once again. Vladimir Putin was
said to have been especially angry at comments by Hillary Clinton.

Last December, she drew a link between those events and Russian intervention in her election campaign. "Putin
publicly blamed me for the outpouring of outrage by his own people, and that is the direct line between what he
said back then and what he did in this election,” she claimed.

The notion of Russian subversion in the West had largely subsided at the end of the Cold War - until the US
election.
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Now each side perceives the other as actively engaged in such activities once again.
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"I have no doubt that Vladimir Putin does indeed [incorrectly] believe that the US government - probably led by the
CIA - is interested in somehow running covert action which would result in regime change in Moscow," argues
Steve Hall, who ran the CIA’s Russia operations until he retired in 2015.

"On the West's side, | think things are a little more concrete. The US intelligence community agrees there is
evidence that the Russians were indeed involved in a multi-pronged influence operation."
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Perceptions matter but so does evidence.
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If Moscow can be proved to have run an operation with a decisive influence in the election, then it may well be
regarded as the most far-reaching act of subversion ever seen.
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