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When the temperature falls, most people would prefer to sit at home and curl up with a cup of something hot.
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But a new winter festival in Handan, north-east China, has encouraged hoards of people, wearing skimpy
swimsuits, to frolic in a lake that's partially frozen over with enormous slabs of ice.
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One man, Cui Deyi, a cold-weather challenger known as 'Huangshan Polar Bear', has even taken the opportunity
to play chess while sitting in a giant tub of ice.
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The first edition of the Yi Quan Lake Winter Swim Cultural Festival took place on January 16.0ver 600 keen winter
swimmers travelled from all over China, including Beijing, Heibei, Henan and Shandong, to attend the festival
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according to the local newspaper in Handan, hdbs.cn.One of the main events at the festival was Cui Deyi's ice tub
chess challenge, where he won several games of Chinese chess despite wearing tiny swim shorts and shivering
against the ice, which covered his lower extremities.

The well-known competitor currently holds the record for the longest winter swim in the sea.
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After the ice-cold chess challenge, the winter swimming enthusiasts then stripped down into their swimsuits to
brave the icy water of the lake.

Temperatures in the air were barely above freezing and huge slabs of ice had already formed on the surface of the
lake.
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Despite initial reservations and gasps of surprise, many of the visitors continued to play in the freezing waters.
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The festival also featured other activities such as martial arts, fithess classes, ice related performances and winter
photography sessions.
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@lshkandar?

Christ 1! Just the thought of this makes me cold !!'! And here | am shivering in barely sub-zero London !!!
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@ShawnyC?

only we humans are capable of such stupidity - what animals would be saying about us if they could speak :)
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@iMarriedTwins?

The man in ice cube box was risking his life there. Could be fatally freezing his internal organs without a chance to
revert it.
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